Introduction
The urgency of the research topic is determined by constantly growing interest toward the study of the historic experience of the Russian Federation's cooperation with other states in the educational sphere. This pertains according to our judgement, to the demand of comprehensive study of many directions of this cooperation as well as to the necessity of learning lessons from the international relations in the area of education problems. The problems and their practical side despite the presence of separate outstanding works would require the new comparative approaches to the further studies. In this regard one should take into consideration the fact that in domestic as well as moreover foreign historiography the Russian Federation's cooperation with other countries in the area of forming up and implementation of educational politics in the 2000s was studied in the view of separate aspects of this problem. diffi cult and breaking period of the domestic history is rather urgent and, in this regard, it has exceptionally demanded scientifi c and practical meaning. It was in the years studied there were formed and undergone practical approbation of the politics of the given countries where Russian Federation has played and is playing currently the most important signifi cance.
It was comparative historic studies which enable to see the tendencies and problems which are less noticeable while they are separately studied. This in the complete view refer to the experience of the Russian Federation's cooperation with Syria and with Vietnam in the educational sphere being considered against background and under the eyesight angle of the prerequisites and signifi cant achievements laid down in it.
Under the contemporary conditions the urgency of the study of Russian Federation's cooperation with such countries as Vietnam and Syria which are completely diff erent from each other as regards political, economic and cultural aspects in the matter of forming and implementation of educational politics in the 2000s is increasing due to contemporary condition of the Russian historiography which is conditioned according to our view by the following circumstances: fi rst, by the necessity of studying positive and in some cases also by the negative sides in the implementation of such cooperation, secondly, of the necessity of the use of its experience in the present and in the future in the Russian Federation and other countries with the aim of its eff ective realization and improvement , thirdly, by the demand for well-argued manner and academically with specifi c documents and actual examples to prove that the Russian Federation and Vietnam from one side and the Russian Federation and Syria from the other side are the actual partners, in particular in the sphere of education which is the basis of the humanitarian knowledge of any modern state.
The educational policy of the developing countries
The educational cooperation in the interstate relations traditionally is attached with specifi c signifi cance. It is being considered as an eff ective tool due to which a mutual understanding is reached as well as establishing and deepening of mutually profi table ties in many areas of spiritual, social as well as also political activities of any society. The underestimation of the questions of the educational cooperation can lead to mistrust and weakening of the partnership and this several times has been proved by history.
In accordance with the classifications of the countries suggested by UN Committee on policy in the area of development, International Monetary Fund and the World Bank based on the basic economic indicators Vietnam and Syria were included in the group of developing countries. The developing countries compose approximately 4/5 of all countries of the world and there are more than 77 % population of the planet are included in them.
For the last decades of the last century the rewash taken serious re-estimation of the values on the role of education in the strategy of national development in the developing countries. In 1950s the majority of the "third world" leaders considered the development of the education to be not mandatory as the necessary methods, scientifi c knowledge, technics and technology could be obtained in the developed countries but the creation of the national system of education, developing technical newly features by own measures perceived over complicated, long lasting and expensive. In the basis of such simplifi ed and pragmatic approach there was underestimation of the primary signifi cance of the education for the solving most important political and economic goals which developing countries were facing.
In this regard it should be noted that scientifi c and educational potential of the Western countries developed as the result of long lasting and spontaneous evolution of the productive forces. The state only later began playing an active role in this process. The national scientifi c and technical and educational policy started to be developed already on the basis of highly developed scientifi c and technical potential. In its turn in the USSR and later in Russia the scientifi c and technical base was created on the basis of developed for the entire economy of the single scientifi c and technical policy. The cooperation of the developing countries in the educational sphere is aimed according to our opinion at the solution of several interconnected problems: 1. The creation of the educational potential and ensuring its growth in personnel, technical, information and organizational domain; 2. The selection of the main directions of the developing of the system of education in accordance with national developing targets; 3 ensuring of the eff ective application of scientifi c and educational discoveries in all areas of the civil life. The top task among fi rst rate goals under the conditions of the developing countries is the training of the scientifi c technical intelligentsia cadres. The backwardness of the developing countries in this area is especially signifi cant. The forming of the national cadres of Professors and lecturers faculty remains the main prerequisite of the effi ciency of the education and science in the developing countries.
The talk here is about not only the quantitatev increase of the graduate of specialists but also about deep qualitative restructuring of the entire education systemits structure, contents of the syllabus, methods of lecturing and teaching, the ratio of the number of undergoing teaching of the diff erent profi le and the level of qualifi cation etc. Without true cultural revolution the developing countries hardly manage fully use the richest intellectual potential of their billion population. 4 The other important prerequisite of the developing of higher education is pertaining to the creation of cutting edge scientifi c and educational infrastructure equipped by the advance means for conducting research in university labs, scientifi c institutes, information centers, design bureaus, experience and experimental base.
5 Without this developing countries will only train the professors and lecturers faculty and academics for the developed countries and carry losses which cannot be replenished due to the 'brain drain'.
Only having created necessary material conditions and stimuli for the work of the professors and lecturers faculty one can decide according to our opinion the task of their eff ective usage.
One of the main tasks which is necessary to decide in prospect in the area of education is the creation of the national strategy of development in which the expenditures related to the education in total amount of capital investments into national economy, education and culture which will be substantiated.
The right choice of the main directions of higher education has a principle signifi cance for the eff ective training of the professors and lecturers' cadres.
As the fi nal documents of the SCO summit in Tsindao in June 2018, in particular Tsindao Declaration of the Council of the Heads of States -Members of the SCO the main danger of the current phase of development is the spread of terrorism, extremism and separatism. Under these conditions the role of humanitarian education as the method of counteraction to radical Islam, mastering of the methods of information technologies under the conditions of upgrading the general literacy of the population and the growth of the level of political thinking of the vast majority of the population is essentially growing. The humanitarian essential feature of the educational process is being put on the important function of the counter-action against emotional potential of the "new nationalism".
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The interests of the development of education in the developing countries require also providing the concentration of eff orts in the key directions of the education and the creation of minimal "critical mass" of the teachers and professors in the chief directions. It is not easy to fulfi l this condition even in the developed countries having small or medium scientifi c-pedagogical potential; moreover, it is diffi cult to implement it in the developing countries. That is why lecturers and professors and scholars in the developing countries rather justifi ably put forward the question about joint development and implementation of scientifi c and educational policy by the eff orts of several countries on sub-regional or regional basis with certain specialization, division of labor, mutually benefi cial exchange of the results of national research and developments. They stand in favor of realization of the principle of concentration of educational and scientifi c eff orts which are the needed condition of their effi ciency instead of dispersion of forces and means to the multitude of directions. The road to this lies through the strengthening of national scientifi c and educational potential as well as through coordination of syllabus, enlarging ties and the exchange of information between the teachers of adjacent countries as well as of developed and developing countries. РАЗНОЕ The idea itself of the educational policy is essentially represents maximal close tieup of all national educational eff orts with the development of society taken as a whole.
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It should be noted that together with the development of the industry 4.0 in separate countries of the developing world which in total are representing emerging centers of economic growth and political infl uence very slow evolution development of the educational sphere is taking place.
The direct reason which caused to life the revolutionary changes in the sphere of higher education was globalization of the economy which has intensifi ed in 1990s, and which was based on contradiction between the national character of the traditional education as well as growing internalization of the economy and production of the educational services in the developing countries and extremely slow increase of the programs.
The implementation of the gigantic as per its diffi culty complex task of the conversion of education into the production force under the condition of the developing countries would require certain socio-economic prerequisites and far-reaching organizational measures and combining national and international eff orts. It is completely evident that the solving of these questions is within the reach of the developing countries provided close cooperation with other states.
One of the most signifi cant objects of cooperation, instruments of creation and maintaining the positive country image abroad id the system of education, fi rst of all, of higher education and after-university professional education. 8 The developed and developing countries adopt and implement the strategies of the internationalization of education which leads to the growth of internationalization practices and development of trans-border education in the world taken as a whole. Such factor as the demand of the labor market infl uences the development of cooperation between Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Russian Federation, and the Syrian Arab Republic and the Russian Federation in the sphere of the educational policy.
Historical Experience of Cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in the Field of Education
In the mid-1980s the leaders of the Communist Party of Vietnam initiated economic reforms while remaining focused on construction of socialism. It was a kind of Vietnamese "perestroika." Due to combination of market and state-planned elements in its economy, Vietnam managed to signifi cantly increase the life level of its population, to preserve and strengthen its armed forces, and to perform several large-scale economic programs, such as full electrifi cation, development of cellular communication and Internet, growth in export supplies of rice, coff ee and other agricultural products, reconstruction of highways, mass private housing construction, creation of contemporary infrastructure for international tourism, development of national and international airlines. A whole new stage in cooperation between these two countries in the fi eld of higher education began in July 2012 when the status of strategic partnership between the countries became of a comprehensive, bilateral, contractual and legal nature based on more than eighty documents, 10 including the Convention on Recognition and Equivalence of Educational Certifi cates and Scientifi c Degrees between the Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 11 Firstly, it was facilitated by a large increase in the number of students and professors with scientifi c degrees -over 6 thousand PhD sand Candidates of Sciences − conditioned by a stabilized political environment, increased life level among all sections of the population; secondly, emergence of Vietnam on the international education space, increase in the number of students studying in Russia, the USA and European countries.
Specialization of foreign students studying in Vietnam involves 50 diff erent fi elds that may be roughly divided into three groups: 1. culture, education, healthcare, sports and tourism; 2. economics, trade, fi nance, banking; 3. engineering industries.
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By that time, the education system of Vietnam included 16 thousand primary and secondary schools with about 22 million pupils, over 700 specialist schools and colleges with 2 million students, 247 vocational schools and technical schools with 200 thousand students. As for the higher education system, in the 2012−2013 academic year there were 200 specialties taught to 650 thousand students in the higher education institutions. It is important that out of 11 % of the total number of universities there were 24 private universities, whose educational programs were studied by 120 thousand students.
13 Thus, following on from the results of the 2012 academic year, there were over 1.3 million graduates of institutes and colleges and 14 thousand postgraduates in Vietnam according to the offi cial statistics. 15 There are world-renowned Russian universities among them. In general, it should be noted that the system process of training Vietnamese specialists in the Russian higher education institutions began in 2013. It was built in the following way -expenses connected with this process were defi ned annually by the Ministries of Finance of Russia and Vietnam. The Russian Ministry of Education provided its colleagues in Vietnam with a list of higher education institutions and number of student spaces for the Vietnamese citizens. Moreover, as previously agreed there were covered not only expenses associated with the studies of Vietnamese students in Russia, but their Russian language studies before arrival in the Russian Federation, their roundtrip tickets and educational scholarships.
In 2014, Russia and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam signed an inter governmental agreement on strategic partnership in the fi eld of education, science and technologies that defi ned its priorities and directions, It is worth noting that within the period from 2012 to 2017 such agreements on the part of the Russian Federation were made, as a rule, on a complex basis -with several higher education institutions at a time, provided such institutions were functioning in one Russian region. In particular, starting from 2013, there were made several dozens of such agreements in the fi eld of implementation of joint academic programs, interchange of experience in the scientifi c domain and foundation of joint summer schools. Thus, in 2014, the Tomsk State University made an agreement on cooperation with the Hanoi National University, the Tomsk State University of Architecture and Building concluded an agreement with the National University of Civil Engineering, while the Tomsk Polytechnic University made an agreement with the Hanoi University of Science and Technology. 19 The extent of cooperation is also notable. Thus, for instance, the Kazan National Research Technical University alone established contacts with 18 Vietnamese higher education institutions in the cities of Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh, Danang and Viet Tri by 2014. There was opened a representative offi ce of the Kazan National Research Technical University at the Viet Tri University within the framework of the agreements made with a view to further transform it into a branch and to expand cooperation with other universities of Vietnam. 20 Specialist training programs in the fi eld of atomic engineering, tropical medicine, environment, ecological safety, etc. were especially popular during that period. However, starting from 2016, the process of establishing contractual relations with foreign universities engaged Vietnamese education institutions having educational programs in the fi eld of humanities and socio-legal studies, such as the Vietnam Academy of Justice and the Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences that faced a task "to intensify work on theoretical investigation and predicting development tendencies, to provide scientifi c and theoretical reasons for defi ning the line and policy of the party and national acts and regulations" and to pay special attention to the activities in the fi eld of "training and professional development of personnel and professors, elaboration and successful implementation of planning strategies for personnel training and development of high-quality human resources" within the framework of international integration. That task was personally set by President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam Tran Dai Quang.
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In March 2014, there was launched a long-term educational project "Universities of Russia" under the support of the Ministry of Education and Training of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The project addressed the intensifi cation of the Vietnamese-Russian cooperation in the fi eld of education-related connections, including organization and holding of seminars, conferences and academic Olympiads, elaboration of joint academic programs, exchange of academic teaching staff and implementation of student exchange programs between universities, and the like. Such Russian universities as the RUDN University, the Bauman Moscow State Technical University, the National University of Science and Technology MISIS, the Tyumen State University, the Tomsk State University, the Russian State Hydrometeorological University, etc. applied for joining the project. The federal targeted program "The Russian Language" has been and is implemented in Russia. It is aimed at supporting and consolidating the Russian language not only at the national level, but also abroad where the Russian language is being taught and studied, or where the fellow nationals speaking Russian live. 22 In November 2013, when the Russian President stayed on an offi cial visit in Hanoi, the two heads of the states emphasized in their joint declaration that there was a "mood towards taking coordinated steps in intensifi cation of teaching and studying the Russian language and the Russian culture in Vietnam" 23 where the world-famous school of Russian Studies was formed due to the traditionally close and long-term political, economic and cultural ties with Russia and with active involvement of the Russian Center of Science and Culture in Hanoi.
Participation of Vietnamese students in the National Olympiad in Russian as a Foreign language, which was held for the 15 th time in 2017 and hosted by the RUDN University, became a tradition within the framework of cooperation between the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Russia in the fi eld of higher education. Members of nineteen teams presented 31 countries.
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It should be noted that since 2015 cooperation with Russia in the fi eld of higher education actually has been moving on to a whole new level due to the establishment of the ASEAN Economic Community. 25 In connection with this, representatives of 8 professions from Brunei, Vietnam, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand and Philippines acquired the right to freely travel and work in the Member States. Such a privilege was given to accountants, engineers, researchers, architects and nursing assistants, as well as to other specialists.
Thus, the level of competitiveness was increased not only in the labor market of the ASEAN Member States, but in their national systems of higher education as well, which was embodied in the implementation of accreditation standards of the ASEAN University Network (AUN). Subject to such standards, the quality of education was measured using 18 criteria. Thus, by 2017, the highest accreditation results expressed in the biggest number of gained points among the 65 Vietnamese educational programs accredited by AUN were shown by such fi elds of study as Electronics and Telecommunications, and Embedded System taught in the Polytechnic Institute at the Danang University. 26 The said fi elds of study for future engineers were the targeted projects launched by the Ministry of Education and Training of Vietnam 10 years ago.
As 
Education and Personnel Training as the Priority Context for the Cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Syrian Arab Republ ic
The relations between Russia and Syria retain traditional partnership in diverse avenues, including culture and education.
Russia-Syria partnership during the period under review fl ourishes due to varied agreements in economics and culture which, in most cases, are of a long-term nature. One such agreement is the treaty for mutual recognition of academic credentials which has been in eff ect since 1966. 27 Back in the late 1980s over 5000 of Syrians studied in the Soviet Union.
28 Aside from Moscow, dozens of Syrian students, apprentices, and postgraduates took their degrees in colleges of the former USSR. Besides, the Soviet Union contributed to training of the Syrian nationals by sending Soviet teaching staff to work in Syrian colleges, along with the Russian language tutors and counselors.
As part of teaching teams exchange programs, they pursued various scientifi c researches, exchanged scientifi c content and information concerning the economic, social, and academic life of the both countries.
According to offi cial statistics, in 1990s−2000s most of the Syrian students studied in 5 state and 11 private universities, the largest of which are still the University of Damascus and the University of Aleppo. There is a tendency for an increase of the number of colleges and academic programs. For example, the development agenda of the Tartus University − opened in 2015 − provides for personnel training at Medical, Education, Economics, Arts, Pharmacy, Engineering, and Informatics Departments;
29 the University of Damascus opened a Russian Language Department. It should be noted that the state policy concerning export education comprises measures which enclose all educational levels and all degree course schemes. Export education per se facilitates the implementation of the major geopolitical, economic, and social concerns of the state, and promotes its engagement in the global science advancement, and cultural and educational progress. An eff ective strategy of export education is one the signifi cant policy trends and a social progress indicator set up as a strategic objective to be achieved in order to upgrade the quality of education and marketability of the Russian higher education.
Step by step, Russian colleges open up to new strategies of the foreign markets. One of the promising but most expensive and risky forms for a college to compete on a global scale is opening of a branch campus abroad.
The advantages of opening branch campuses abroad are clear − students are given an opportunity to get foreign education while staying home. However, there are certain complexities, for example, engagement of instructors to work in a branch campus, limited supply, and compliance with the parent institution standards. Moscow State University (MSU) takes the lead in this regard in Russia.
Russian colleges are represented in Gulf countries. For example, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are a starting point for many colleges to get to the local education market. UAE are striving to become the center of international education and are providing a supporting environment for higher education growth. There is a branch campus of the Saint Petersburg State University of Economics in Dubai, which off ers three of the locally top requested academic degrees for the Syrian students: Bachelor of Business Management, Bachelor of Business Management in Tourism and Hospitality, and Bachelor of Logistics.
Russia has many large and prestigious universities off ering a high-ranking education, which are popular with the Syrian students, for example, with a degree in economics, medicine, tourism, and military and technical degrees etc. Thus, the boards of the Saint Petersburg State University (SPBU) and the Syrian Youth Center underlined long-term benefi ts of joint academic programs in biomedical research, mechatronics, laser technologies, renewable energy sector, and digital technologies and communication, off ered as online courses. 30 These are the most needed degrees in Syria, which help advancing human resources. In order to set up academic links and upgrade academic mobility the Syrian and Russian missions meet in form of routine visits and conferences. Thus, an agreement was reached concerning the prospects for cooperation between the Surgut State University (Russian Federation) and the Homs province colleges (the Syrian Arab Republic) during the meeting of the Homs province delegates headed by the Governor of Homs province Talal al-Barazi in December 2018. 31 Each year the Government of Russia provides a guaranteed number of statefi nanced openings (state scholarship) for foreigners to study in institutions of the country. The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation in cooperation with the Ministry of Internal Aff airs of Russia allocate quotas among 170 foreign countries. Over 500 Russian institutions managed by 12 ministries and agencies of Russia enrolls foreigners for intermediate vocational and higher education degrees, i.e. bachelor's degree, specialist's degree, Master's degree, postgraduate and further professional studies: advanced studies and occupational retraining. They generally select such degrees as philology, medicine, information technologies, tourism, economics, architecture, and construction. The most demanded are high-qualifi ed health professionals and engineers. 32 Thus, during the 2017−2018 admissions process foreigners fi led over 96.000 applications to study in Russia of which 2.500 applications were from Syria. Subject to the state quotas, up to 15.000 foreigners may apply for a free higher education; that said, previous quota for Syrian students was 200, in 2017 it increased and by 2019 it reached 500. 33 It seems clear that this factor will boost soon; this provides the students with an opportunity to exchange knowledge, strengthen mutual understanding and friendship between the nations. It makes it possible to create new labor force sources in order to industrialize and modernize the country, and to advance in living standards.
Conclusion
Effi cient development of the bilateral cooperation between the Russian Federation and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Russian Federation and the Syrian Arab Republic is being facilitated by their commitment to common priorities as declared by the international documents on higher education. An example would be the attitude shown by the countries to the Global Convention on the Recognition of Higher Education Qualifi cations. It should be noted that over the past several decades there were supported six conventions on the mutual recognition of academic certifi cates in six regions of UNESCO, whose aim was to reach the mutual recognition of higher education diplomas and certifi cates on the global scale.
In the course of offi cial summit meetings and working meetings attended by the representatives of education authorities from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Russia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Russia, the matters of cultural and education cooperation were always on agenda of offi cial negotiations, during which there were pointed out new aspects of cooperation between the countries in the fi eld of higher education, such as elaboration and implementation of joint master and aspirant programs, development of academic mobility, promotion of the Russian language, etc. on the basis of the existing inter-university agreements.
In general, it should be noted that during the period under consideration the Governments of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and Russia, the Syrian Arab Republic and Russia remain highly concerned of and interested in cooperation in the fi eld of higher education. It may be confi rmed by a wide range of lines and instruments for such cooperation. The most effi cient can include the cooperation within the framework of forums and conferences on the higher education issues, as well as the implementation of the joint academic, scientifi c and educational projects and programs.
Furthermore, it is worth mentioning the enhancing effi ciency and importance of the agreements on inter-university cooperation made by the higher education institutions of both states. The Governments are interested in popularization of higher education, including in the international education space. The Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Syrian Arab Republic and the Russian Federation have elaborated a specifi c consensus on the necessity to continuously expand cooperation in the fi eld of training and developing highly-qualifi ed professionals, who will be undoubtedly successful in the modern labor market.
